THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE

qualities of an independent state, capable of inspiring respect
and confidence.

As for Saxony, he declared that she must be suppressed
as an example for the rest of Germany.

As to the question of Saxony, I declare to you that, if the
incorporation of this entire country into the Prussian mon-
archy is necessary to the accomplishment of so great a benefit
to Europe, whatever my personal feelings are in seeing so old
a family come to such profound misfortune, I could not
harbor any moral or political repugnance against the act itself.
If ever a sovereign has put himself in the position of having
to be sacrificed to the future tranquillity of Europe, I believe
it to be the King of Saxony, because of his perpetual eva-
sions and because he has been not only the most devoted but
also the most favored of Bonaparte's vassals, striving eagerly
with all his might, in his dual role as ruler of the German
state and of the Polish state, to extend the universal bondage
into the heart of Russia.7

But he added that if he consented to give Saxony to
Prussia, it was on condition that the latter did not con-
sider Saxony as payment for her consent to the Czar's
plans for Poland. To obtain Saxony, Prussia had to oppose
the annexation of the Duchy of Warsaw. Castlereagh also
gave his consent to the occupation of Saxony by Prussian
troops.

The Austrian and Prussian delegates must have con-
sidered the English note of October 4 too severe and vio-
lent for a discussion with Alexander. Indeed, on October
12, Castlereagh wrote the Czar a letter full of compliments
in a very friendly tone, accompanied by a new memoran-
dum in which the arguments of the earlier note were
repeated, but in a less brusque and severe manner.8 It was
obvious that the Englishman had been persuaded to
mollify his tone in oider to induce Alexander to diminish
his claims*
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